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secrets were to be learnt received from him attentions which they
usually found irresistible. Sometimes the game was played on
both sides. For many years he was on intimate terms with
Napoleon's sister Caroline Murat; he leamt from her some-
times Napoleon's secrets, sometimes what Fouche thought it
well for him to hear. When Austria befriended Murat in 1814,
Talleyrand, in his letters to Louis XVIII, roundly accused Metter-
nich of being influenced by love for Queen Caroline; but at first
there were sound political motives for Austria's attitude, and
when these motives failed the Queen's charms lost their potency.
Metternich may have been sometimes outwitted in his gallan-
tries with political ladies, but he cannot justly be accused of
having ever been led astray by the heart.
Above all else, Metternich was an aristocrat—not of a terri-
torial aristocracy, such as those of England and Russia, but of
that type of Court aristocracy that the world owed to Louis
XIV. Great afFairs were for sovereigns and their ministers, who
had no need to consider the interests of the vulgar. The people,
for Metternich, scarcely exist, except when he is forced to con-
template with disgust the dirt and raggedness of French revolu-
tionaries. When, later, the populace begins again to be intru-
sive, his instinct is to tread on it as one would on a black
beetle. A very polished gentleman—almost the last before the
democratic deluge.
Castiexeagji, the British Foreign Secretary, was a man of
estimable private character, personally disinterested, and im-
partial in diplomacy. He was not brilliant, and foreigners laughed
at him (as they did later at Wilson) for his ignorance of Conti-
nental geography.1 But he had sound good sense, and less pre-
disposition to trickery than most of his contemporaries. Without
being showy* he was shrewd. At the Congress of Vienna, the
Austrian Government succeeded in placing its spies as house-
maids in almost all the embassies, where the contents of waste-
paper baskets were pieced together and sent to the police; Castle-
reagh, however, brought his own maidservants, and caused the
secret police difficulties of which they complained bitterly in
their reports. He was a man who seldom deceived others, but
was himself not easy to deceive. From his correspondence one
wcHiM judge him to be a man without emotions and without
bias except that of his class and nation: personal likings and
1 Talleyrand, in this connection, quotes the remark of Kaunitz: *It is
bow much the English don't know.*

